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Striving to prepare students for success at and beyond school by providing authentic learning 
opportunities that build their capacity to be responsible global citizens

DATES TO REMEMBER
TERM 3

WEEK 7
PAT Testing begins
PATC Block Week
3/9 - 7-10 Table Tennis, Pt Lincoln
4/9 - SAPSASA Track & Field

WEEK 8
PATC Block Week Multi Trades
7/9 - Dental Patrol Visits 
8/9 - 9-10 Basketball, Pt Lincoln 
10/9 - RU OK? Day
10/9 - Yr 10 Squash, Arno Bay 

WEEK 9
Cert II Aquaculture Course
15/9 - MTA
18/9 - 11/12 Churros & Milkshake
Fundraiser

WEEK 10
Yr 10 Work Experience
25/9 - Last day of Term 3, school
finishes 2:20pm

P R I N C I P A L ’ S  N E W S

COWELL
AREA

SCHOOL
SEPTEMBER 2 , 2026ND 

What a mixed bag of weather we have had over the last couple of
weeks, with it starting to warm up.
Commiserations to the football and netball teams that lost on the
weekend, but good luck to the netball teams that play in the Grand
Finals this week at Rudall.

Last week we celebrated Book Week and SSO Week. Well done to all
students who dressed up and participated in the parade. There were
some very creative dress ups. Congratulations to the SRC for running
the Movie Night last Friday, they did a great job running and organising
the event.

Celebrating the Role of SSOs
Last week we formally recognised and valued the indispensable role
our School Services Officers (SSOs) play in supporting every aspect of
school life. Our SSOs are at the heart of our operations, working
tirelessly behind the scenes and alongside staff, students, and families
to ensure our school runs smoothly and students can thrive.

Supporting Teaching and Learning
SSOs provide vital assistance in the classroom, supporting teachers in
delivering quality learning experiences. Whether helping to prepare
resources, working with small groups of students, or providing
targeted intervention and support, their contribution enhances the
educational opportunities for all students.

Enabling a Positive School Environment
Beyond classrooms, SSOs are instrumental in creating an organised,
welcoming, and inclusive environment. From managing school
administration, maintaining records, assisting with enrolments and
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providing a friendly first point of contact in the front office, SSOs help ensure our school community feels
connected and supported.

Helping Students Succeed
Many SSOs work one-on-one or in small groups with students who benefit from additional learning support.
Through their patience, encouragement, and commitment, they help students grow in confidence, build new skills,
and achieve personal goals.

A Team Effort
The work of our SSOs extends well beyond titles or job descriptions—they are problem solvers, caretakers,
organisers, and trusted adults for our students. Our SSOs demonstrate daily commitment to our school values and
contribute greatly to our positive culture.

On behalf of the staff, students and families at Cowell Area School, we thank our SSOs for their dedication and
positive impact. Our school community would not be the same without you!

Wellbeing at the Core: Supporting Cognitive Engagement, Resilience and Persistence at Cowell Area School

At Cowell Area School, we recognise that student wellbeing is fundamental to success in learning and thriving at
school. The Area of Impact of wellbeing is not just a priority—it underpins every aspect of our approach to
teaching and learning.

Wellbeing as the Foundation
When students feel safe, supported and connected, they are more likely to engage actively with their learning and
develop the skills required for lifelong success. Our school prioritises a positive culture where every student feels
valued and encouraged.

Cognitive Engagement
Promoting deep thinking and authentic engagement is at the heart of our teaching practice. Teachers design
learning experiences that spark curiosity, encourage problem-solving, and invite students to explore new
concepts. We encourage students to take an active role in their learning, offering opportunities to choose tasks
that align with their interests and abilities.

Building Resilience
At Cowell Area School, we help students develop resilience by guiding them through challenges and setbacks. We
teach strategies for managing stress, persisting in the face of difficulty, and viewing mistakes as opportunities to
learn. Resilience is built through supporting one another and recognising that learning is a journey that sometimes
includes obstacles.

Persistence in Practice
Persistence is the determination to keep going, even when tasks are challenging. We support our students by
breaking tasks into manageable steps, celebrating progress, and providing constructive feedback. This approach
helps students to stay motivated and develop the confidence to tackle new and complex challenges.
As a community, we are proud of our focus on wellbeing, cognitive engagement, resilience, and persistence.
Working together, we will continue to nurture confident, capable learners who are prepared for the future.
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Understanding PAT Testing: Supporting Student Growth at Cowell Area School

We are committed to providing every student with the opportunity to achieve their personal best. One important
tool that supports our commitment to quality teaching and learning is PAT (Progressive Achievement Tests)
testing.

What is PAT Testing?
PAT tests are standardised online assessments designed to measure students’ skills and understanding in areas
such as reading comprehension and mathematics. These tests are carefully developed to provide consistent and
reliable information about students’ progress over time.

Why is PAT Testing Important?
PAT testing helps teachers gain valuable insights into each student’s strengths and areas for growth. With this
data, teachers can tailor their teaching to better meet the individual needs of their students. This means students
receive the right level of challenge and support to help them move forward in their learning.

How does PAT Support Teaching and Learning?
Informs Planning: Teachers use PAT results alongside classroom assessments to plan lessons and
interventions.
Tracks Progress: PAT data allows us to monitor learning growth from year to year, celebrating improvements
and identifying where extra support is needed.
Empowers Students: Sharing results with students empowers them to set goals for improvement and take
ownership of their learning journey.

A Tool for Conversations
PAT data is also a great starting point for conversations between teachers, students, and families. It helps
everyone understand how students are progressing and where they might need additional help or extension.

Our Commitment to Improvement
At Cowell Area School, we use PAT testing as just one part of our comprehensive assessment approach. We believe
in looking at the whole child and celebrate all types of growth and achievement.
If you have any questions about PAT testing or would like to discuss your child’s progress, please contact your
child’s teacher or our school office.

Stephenie Herbert,
PRINCIPAL
 

“CHAINMAIL”

Corbin made a chainmail

vest out of ring pulls from

cans.  He started making the

vest at home and then

brought it into Art class,

showing his classmates how

to chainmail.  He also taught

the Year 2/3 class about

something he loves, before

strutting his stuff and

winning second place for the

Peoples Choice at

Artyculture at the recent

Eyre Peninsula Field Days.

Well done Corbin!
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If you would like to tell us ‘Where are they now?’ - please email a recent photograph of your profiled person at
work to Kylie.McFarlane536@schools.sa.edu.au including the following information: name, career and current
role, time at Cowell Area School, school to employment pathway and one piece of advice for students at Cowell
Area School.
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