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Term 1, Week 1 

31st January 2024 

Newsletter 

Principal’s News 

 

Welcome back to the 2024 School year. 

It was great to welcome the students back to school this morning, with everyone 

looking smart in their school uniforms and ready to build relationships with their class 

mates and for their learning experiences that are awaiting them for the upcoming 

year. 

Welcome New Students and Staff 

We are excited to welcome our three new reception students for 2024.  Freddie 

McGoldrick, Rhylan Whitaker and Annabelle Williams.  We also welcome Mia Kahl in 

Year 3, Chase Mitchell in Year 4, Lily Kahl in Year 5, Jed Fullbrook in Year 6, Cody 

Walker in Year 8, Mitchell Walker and Lexi Burrows in Year 11. 

We also welcome 4 new teachers to our site. Miss Gabby Travers teaching 

Reception/Year 1, Miss Tayla Ames teaching Year 3/4, Mrs Cassy Walker teaching 

Art, HASS, SAASTA and Civics/Business/Careers across Years 7 to 9 and Mr Tony 

Pittaway who is teaching Design and Technology across Year 6 to 11 while Mr 

Michael Tonkin is on leave. 

Swimming 

As we have been unable to secure a fulltime swimming instructor to run the Water 

Safety program these lessons will take place in Term 4.  However, we currently have 

Mrs Jan Burton and Mrs Jess Jaeschke teaching swimming strokes to the Primary 

students on Thursday and Friday and Mr Jack Burton teaching the Secondary 

students Monday to Wednesday during their PE lessons in preparation for the 

swimming carnival which is being held on Friday, 16
th
 February. 

School Communication 

Cowell Area School is committed to decreasing our environmental footprint, and are 

therefore reviewing the way that we distribute the newsletter.   

We are moving to a fortnightly newsletter and will only be sending printed copies 

home with families who request them via the tear-off slip that can be found further on 

in this newsletter, otherwise families will receive their newsletter via email. 

We are working on ways to make camps and excursion information and consent 

forms digital in the future. 

Parents/caregivers are urged to keep an eye on our Facebook page and class dojo 

platforms to keep up to date with school information. 

Transition of Admin and Finance Software 

On Friday, 23
rd

 February, the school will be transferring to a new software program.  

Currently staff have been undertaking training in these modules so that the transition 

to the new system is smooth.  However, while the changeover is taking place we will 

be unable to take cash or credit card payments for Week 4 of this term (19-23 

February).  This gives the Department and the Finance team time to make sure 

everything is in order for the roll out. 

Centacare School Counsellor 

We welcome Bec Marks to Cowell Area School who has a wealth of experience 

working in schools as a School Counsellor.  She will be here on Wednesday’s and 

referral forms have been placed in homegroups and the front office for parents, 

teachers and students. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

TERM 1 

WEEK 3 

23/2 - Swimming Carnival R-12 
 

WEEK 4 

21/2 - SAPSASA Softball Trials @ 

   Cowell 

23/2 - EMS Software Program    

   Transition 
 

WEEK 5 

28/2 - SAPSASA Cricket Trials @ 

   Kimba  
 

WEEK 6 

5/3 - Australian Olympic    

   Committee Visit 

6/3 - Traffic Lights Yr 7-12 
 

WEEK 7 

11/3 - Adelaide Cup P/Holiday 

13-15/3—NAPLAN 

15/3 - Sports Day R-12 
 

WEEK 8 

18-22/3 - NAPLAN 
 

WEEK 9 

25-27/3 - SAPSASA Softball @    

   Adelaide 

29/3 - Good Friday P/Holiday 
 

WEEK 10 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

1/4 - Easter Monday P/Holiday 

3/4 - Interschool Sports Day @ 

   Cleve 

WEEK 11 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

8/4 - SAPSASA Swimming @    

   Adelaide 

12/4 - Last day of Term 1, school 

   finishes @ 2:20pm 



 

 

 

Playground Update 

At the end of last Term, Kidsafe South Australia and 

SafeWork SA visited and completed playground audits.  As 

a result of this and due to safety the Junior Primary 

playground was removed in the school holidays.  The 

wooden swings at the back of the school are also being 

removed, as well as some repairs and maintenance to be 

carried out on the Star and Secondary Playground area. 

We are eagerly awaiting for our new playground equipment 

to arrive with a new playground for the Junior Primary area 

as well as new swings which will hopefully be installed in 

March. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

School uniform is available for purchase from the front office.  

Please be aware that items must be paid for prior to 

collection, we are unable to add these items to families 

accounts. 

 

 

 

Hi! What a whirlwind the holidays were.  

For all the new families and students at the 

school, Welcome! I am Jess, your Pastoral 

Care Worker. I am at school 2 days a week, 

generally Tuesday and Thursday, but while 

swimming is on, I’ll be at school Tuesday and 

Wednesday and teaching swimming Thursday and Friday.  

I’ve been working at the school for 10 years now, and love my 

role. Being apart of the school community is rewarding and I 

enjoy getting to know all the students and teachers. If you see 

me around, please say ‘Hi’ and stop me for a chat, part of my role 

is to support families as well, and so don’t be afraid to reach out 

if you need anything. I can provide food hampers, a listening ear 

or direct you to the support services you might need.  

Wishing you and your family all the best for 2024.  

See you ‘round, 

Jess 

 

FEBRUARY 

2/2—Malik Grgurovic 

2/2—Bella Piggott 

8/2—Narissa Panter 

11/2—Danielle Churchett 

11/2—Knox Wykamp 

11/2—Noah Wykamp 

13/2—Lyla Allen 

13/2—Jordan Fisher 

2024 R-12 SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

The annual R-Year 12 Swimming Carnival will be held at the 

Cowell Pool on Friday 16th February, starting at 9am.  

Parents/caregivers, family and community members are 

welcome to attend.  If you are interested in assisting with 

timing or place judging, please contact the school or simply 

offer your services on the day. 

Students are in one of the three teams (Aries—blue, 

Scorpio—green or Taurus—red).  We encourage students 

to wear their team colours and suitable swimming attire.  For 

protection from the sun a T-Shirt and a rashie, broad 

brimmed hat, sunscreen and a water bottle are essential.   

The Year 4/5 class will be running the Snack Shack selling 

refreshments, snacks and sausage sizzle as a fundraiser for 

their camp.  Students will be required to either bring their 

own lunch, order from the Cafe or purchase a sausage from 

the Snack Shack.  Students will be expected to stay at the 

pool rather than going home for lunch.  Lunch orders will be 

delivered to the pool. 

R-3 events will begin around midday. 

A copy of the programme will be included in the next school 

newsletter (week 3), and via the school Facebook page and 

class dojo platforms. 

Spectators are asked to bring a chair or rug to sit on. 

Donations towards medallions will be gratefully received 

(please contact Hayley or Jacqui at the front office). 

Bring your swimming gear and be ready for the staff v 

parents v students relay! 

CAS Sports Committee 

ICE BLOCKS FOR SALE 

Every Thursday lunch 

from outside the Yr 4/5 

classroom, $1 each 
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OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA  

Catholic Parish at Cowell 
Church Times – All Welcome 

4
th
 February – 8.30am 

11
th
 February – 9am Communion Service 

17
th
 February – 6pm (Saturday) 

25
th
 February – 11am 

Father Leon Quinn – 8628 2189, 0407 480 416 

BRON’S MUSIC SCHOOL 
I am looking forward to returning to Cowell Area 
School to provide private music tuition based at 
the school on Wednesdays, beginning next 
week.  

The instruments I offer are voice, piano, flute, ukulele, 
recorder and beginner guitar. If there are other 
instruments students are keen to learn, so am I! Lessons 
are ½ hour sessions. 

The cost per person is $ 30 for one-person lesson or 
$20 for a shared, two-person lesson. 

Adults are also very welcome! Any enquiries, please 
email me on bronwyn.smith735@schools.sa.edu.au or 
message me on 0417288310 ASAP. 

Thank you, I look forward to working with music students 
in 2024! 

mailto:bronwyn.smith735@schools.sa.edu.au


 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 
 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace, COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

Offering support with:- 

 Nutrition & Weight Management 

 Comprehensive Health Assessment 

 Maintaining Wellbeing 

 Counselling 

 Remedial/Lymphatic Massage 

 Reflexology 

Consults Tues, Wed & Thurs 

Health fund claimable, Gift vouchers available  

 

 

THIS ADVERTISING SPACE 

IS AVAILABLE. 

 

$10.00 FOR A ONE OFF ADVERTISEMENT 
 

OR 
 

$5.00 PER WEEK FOR A FULL TERM ADVERTISEMENT 

 

CONTACT KYLIE 

AT THE FRONT OFFICE 

86 292 150 
 

Kylie.McFarlane536@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

THIS ADVERTISING SPACE 

IS AVAILABLE. 
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OR 
 

$5.00 PER WEEK FOR A FULL TERM ADVERTISEMENT 
 

CONTACT KYLIE 

AT THE FRONT OFFICE 

86 292 150 
 

Kylie.McFarlane536@schools.sa.edu.au 

 


