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Newsletter 

Principal’s News 
 

The bushfire on the edge of Port Lincoln this week, highlighted to all, the importance of having a 
Bushfire Plan, so that you are prepared in case of such an unexpected incident. Two weeks ago 
we sent out an email to all families with a copy of the ‘Bushfires and Your Child’s School or 
Preschool – A Guide for Families’ attached. Although we are situated in a low-risk bushfire area 
(rated R3), it is still very important for parents to read this information and become familiar with 
actions that will be taken on Catastrophic days or in the event of a bushfire. It also has information 
about websites and contacts you should have in your phone for easy access in an emergency. The 
frequently asked questions are comprehensive and should answer any questions you have, 
however, please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you would like to know more. 
 

Year 12 
This Saturday night is the culmination of 13 years of schooling for Declan Crabb, our sole Year 12 
student this year, when we will celebrate his time at Cowell Area School and wish him well for his 
future endeavours. This is an important event on our school calendar and we look forward to 
sharing some memories with Declan, his family and friends. 
 

School Improvement  
This Tuesday and Wednesday Hannah Darling and I spent 2 days in Port Lincoln working with 
leaders from across the Far West, Port Lincoln and Central Eyre Partnerships, looking at our data, 
Site Improvement Plans and ways to move forward in 2020. We will continue to look at this as a 
staff at our Student Free Day on Monday Week 6, and with the Governing council over the next 
few weeks, so as to finalise our goals for improvement in 2020.  
I recently received an email from Tammy Williams, our Education Director about our improvement 
in 2019. As Principal, I am extremely proud of the work our staff have done and the results we ’ve 
achieved. 
 

Dear Cowell Area School staff, students and community, 
 

Last week, I had the opportunity to review your 2019 Improvement Plan with Julie-Anne.  Your 
improvement results have shown that the work you have undertaken in 2019 around improving 
vocabulary and writing has had a significant impact on the student learning outcomes in NAPLAN. 
So significant that these results have seen you recognised by the Department for Education. You 
should all be very proud of your commitment to improvement and the results that have been 
achieved across the school. 
 

Yesterday our Eyre Peninsula leaders had the opportunity to hear from Julie-Anne about the key 
actions that have made the biggest difference to the way teachers teach and students learn. 
 

I wanted to congratulate you on this work and encourage you to continually refine and embed 
these practices to ensure continual achievement and growth for the students at Cowell Area 
School. 
 

Tammy Williams 
Education Director 
Central Eyre 2 
 

Music Concert 
On Monday evening, I was fortunate to be able to attend the music concert put on by Mrs Bronwyn 
Smith and her students. The Multipurpose room was packed (in very hot conditions) with family 
and friends who came along to watch, listen and enjoy the skills that the students had learned 
across the year. There was a great mix of students from across the school, including some of our 
own staff as adult learners, playing piano, ukulele and singing.  
 

The students did a fabulous job of stepping in front of such a large crowd (the first time for many) 
and entertaining us; it is certainly not an easy task to perform in front of others. 
 

Well done to the following students – Drew Tonkin, Taye Chase, Jordan Lewis, Harper Jaeschke, 
Imogen Jaeschke, Darci Klingberg, Chase Piggott, Casey Beach, Bella Piggott, Bethany Frost, 
Mackenna Arnold, Xavier Turner, Flynn Turner, Thomas Darling and Ruth Tonkin,  for their 
persistence and commitment to learning outside of their classroom, and to Mrs Smith for her 
passion and dedication to developing our young (and not so young) musicians. We look forward to 
next year’s event. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

TERM 4, 2019 

WEEK 5 
 

16/11 - Yr 12 Formal  

 

WEEK 6 
 

18/11 - Student Free Day 
 

19/11 -Primary RE 

 - Careers Dress Up Day 
 

20/11 - Sausage Sizzle 
 

22/11 - Write a Novel in a Day 

 

WEEK 7 
 

26-28/11 - Life Education R-9 

 

WEEK 8 
 

3/12 - Presentation Evening  
 

6/12 - Yr 11’s Last Day 

 

WEEK 9 
 

10/12 - Primary Athletics R-6 

13/12 - Last day of term, school 

    finishes at 2:20pm 



Grounds 
Hopefully you have noticed a few changes around the yard over 
the past week or so. We have now planted 5 new fruit trees 
(apricot, peach, orange, lemon and lime) in the space behind the 
Administration block and look forward to a time in the future when 
we can enjoy their fruit. Governing Council organised a working 
bee last Sunday, which was well attended by parents, staff and 
students – thank you to Jasmin, Chase and Bella Piggott, Kelli-Jo, 
Sam and Ruby Kovac, Kyla, Emme, Nate and Daisy Franklin, 
Simon, Megan, Xavier and Flynn Turner, Vicki Bourlioufas, Sue 
Furst, Sandy and Lainie McFarlane, Colleen Peters, Meagan 
Franklin, Jenni Rae, Keo, CJ and Jessie Doyle, Scott Williams, 
Jess, Imogen, Harper and Reuben Jaeschke, and Bethany Frost 
for volunteering their time to help us do some much needed 
gardening along the front fenceline. It was terrific to see even the 
young ones getting their hands dirty. Mrs McFarlane and Lainie 
also started painting the gazebo, to give it a new lease of life and 
we covered the area around our new fruit trees with gravel to 
neaten up the space.  
 
Assembly 
Last Thursday the Year 7 students did a fantastic job of hosting 
our assembly. Students who participated in the Australian 
Problem Solving Maths Olympiad, ICAS Science and Digital 
Technologies competition and Premiers Reading Challenge, were 
recognised for their participation and achievement. It was terrific 
to see so many students ‘having a go’ and doing so well. 
 
Parent Opinion survey 
If you haven’t done so already, please take the time to fill in our 
Parent Opinion survey. This is generic survey done by all schools. 
We would love to hear some constructive feedback from parents 
to help us reflect on the work we do and plan for future 
improvements.  
 

We currently only have 9 completed surveys and 5 still in 
progress.  The survey link has been sent via SMS to families 
today, please take the time to  give us your feedback.  Be sure to 
follow the survey right through to the very end and click the submit 
button to finalise. 
 

A reminder that you need to fill in the survey with one student in 
mind.  You may complete more than one survey. 
 
SAPSASA 
Last week, 2 of our Year 6 students Aiden Turner and Willow 
Cook travelled to Adelaide to take part in the SAPSASA Tennis 
competition. Aiden represented Central Eyre Peninsula and 
Willow represented the Northern Zone team (along with some 
other students from CEP). 
 

Both of the boys had a terrific week honing their skills and meeting 
lots of new people. There were plenty of exciting and close 
matches played. The Central Eyre Peninsula team, coached by 
Susie Boylan, went on to become joint winners with Gawler – a 
terrific achievement. 
 
A reminder that next Monday November 18th is a Student Free 
Day. 

 

 

Deputy Principals Report 
 

Julie-Anne and I recently reviewed our Emergency Management 
Plan giving particular attention to our plans in the event of a 
bushfire.  For your interest, the two buildings nominated for shelter 
in place on site are the administration/library block and the junior 
primary/Y 5/6 block .  Both are of stone or brick construction and 
provide immediate access to Story Road.  Our off site ‘shelter in 
place’ is the town’s institute, should we need to evacuate the 
school.   
 

Our thoughts go out to those in the Eastern states facing bushfires 
and we encourage all families to prepare their individual bushfire 
action plans.  Media attention and talk between adults may make 
some children feel anxious about bushfires and it is a great idea to 
involve children in the design of a plan.   
 

‘While children may find bushfires scary or worrying, research 
evidence suggests that actively participating in the planning 
process can help to reduce their fears and concerns.  Just like 
adults, children get worried or scared when they feel they have no 
control over a certain threat.’ (www.bushfirecrc.com). Please refer 
to the website for more information and ways to include children in 
your preparation.  
 

Middle school students travelled to Kimba today to play Super 8s 
Cricket.  We trust they will have an enjoyable day and thank Mr 
Burton, staff and parents who are supervising.  Our school was 
well represented by our Year 8 students and SRC representatives 
at the Remembrance Day service on Monday; it was nice to be a 
part of the community event.  
 

You may have noticed the front garden beds in the school grounds 
are looking much tidier and there are even some new (hardy) 
plants.  Also, the pergola has a coat of paint (work in progress) 
and we have planted some fruit trees near the staffroom.  A huge 
thankyou to all who gave some of their time on Sunday and 
attended our working bee.  As the old saying goes ‘many hands 
make light work’. 
 

With the upcoming end of year, students and adults are looking at 
celebrating achievements and the beginning of a new year.  While 
celebrating it’s important to be inclusive and safe. The use of 
social media can help share happiness but also, can make things 
complicated.  Please look after yourself and others during the 
festive season. 
 

Regards, 
Colleen Peters 

       NOVEMBER 
  14/11 - Bailey Klingberg 
  15/11 - Josh Pentecost 
20/11 - Bryson Grgurovic  27/11 - Zara Grund 

http://www.bushfirecrc.com


 

 

What’s happening here? 
Last week we had some excellent 
entries from across the school for our 
FLASH FICTION competition. Our 
winners were from the Year 6 group of 
students and the Year 8s. 
 

Primary Winner: 
 

The men stood in sorrow, gazing 
over the battlefield. 
 

So many lost women, children and 
soldiers. 
 

With blood stained faces and armour 
the retreated. 

 

Congratulations AMBER PHILLIPPS! 
 

Our Secondary winner was: 
 

"Let's hurry this up already" the eldest son grumbled. He 
had red, short hair and always hated the tradition he was 
forced into. 
 

"Oh calm down, it'll only take a moment," replied the father. 
The royal family of Nolmus had a tradition of taking a photo 
of themselves before and after a battle. 
 

No matter who survived or didn't, the photo would be taken. 
 

To show their people that they lived, that they could survive, 
that no matter the scars, they were still fit to be rulers of the 
land. 
 

A few days later the post-battle photo was released to the 
land. It was blank. 
 

The family had survived the battle, but not the war between 
them. 
 

Congratulations to RHYS TURNER! 
 

It’s been so fantastic to see our students’ writing improve each 
week! 
 

This week our image 
for inspiration is this:  
 

Here are some 
questions that may 
help your thinking... 
 

Who/what are these 
things that are 
approaching? 
 

Are the people right to be wary? 
 

Do you think the new arrivals mean harm or do they come in 
peace? 
 

Where have they come from? 
 

Who is the character telling the story? 
 

How will people deal with this ‘threat’? 
 

Who controls the airships? 
 

Sentence challenge! 
 

Good writers always try to start sentences in different and 
interesting ways. Can you write a sentence that begins with a 
noun? 
 

E.g. The warrior, who was nervous at the site that greeted him, 
gripped his spear tightly. 
 

A comma always follows the noun, and the sentence contains a 
relative clause in the middle. 
 

The warrior, 
The horse, 
A robot, 
 

Get writing everyone! 

 

 
 

 

Word of the Week 

Every week we have a Tier 2 vocabulary word 
to think about and use. 

This week’s word is… 
Sabotage 

What do you think this word means?  
Does this word have more than one meaning? 

Does your child know? Ask them! 

Calling all STEM professionals…. 
our school community needs you!  
Are you interested in inspiring our next 
generation of problem solvers and innovators? 

The STEM Professionals in Schools program is Australia’s 
leading volunteer science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) education program. It creates and 
supports partnerships between teachers and STEM 
professionals, allowing you to work together to increase 
STEM skills, knowledge and confidence for the teacher 
through a range of activities including mentoring, career 
talks and hands on activities to name a few! 

If you are interested in becoming part of the CSIRO 
program or maybe you are currently volunteering and 
would like to have your efforts counted, they’d love to 
hear from you. More information, including how to 
apply, is available at www.csiro.au/en/education/STEM-
Professionals-in-Schools or by contacting your local 
Project Officer, Melanie Field. 

Melanie can be contacted via melanie.field@csiro.au or 
(08) 8305 0657.  

SAUSAGE SIZZLE ORDER FORMS 

Sausage sizzle order forms are due 
back this Friday 15th of November for 
the sausage sizzle Week 6 
Wednesday 20th of November.   

CAREERS DAY—TUES 19TH NOVEMBER 

As part of Career's Day next Tuesday the 19th of November, 

students in years 7-11 will listen to a number of guest 

speakers talk about their career paths. Students will have an 

opportunity to listen to people in Cowell who are currently 

undertaking apprenticeships, school-based apprenticeships, 

some who are currently studying, and people who work in 

different areas of employment in and around Cowell. Not only 

will they listen to information about careers, they will also 

listen to how people ended up where they are now, they may 

even hear some wisdom about school! 

http://www.csiro.au/en/education/STEM-Professionals-in-Schools
http://www.csiro.au/en/education/STEM-Professionals-in-Schools
mailto:melanie.field@csiro.au


 

 





 

COWELL HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be held in the Commercial 

Hotel Old Dining Room on Thursday 28th November 2019.  

Meeting will begin at 11:30am, followed by luncheon at 

12:15pm.  Everyone is welcome! Please come and celebrate 

the end of our year, and join in the Christmas Spirit! 



 

  
 

 



 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

 
 
 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

 

Quality Country Killed Meat 
 

 

 

Monday to Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm  

Orders always welcome! 
Phone/Fax 86 292 051 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 


