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Newsletter 

Principal’s News 
 

Last Thursday, our staff spent time with Anne Bayetto, Flinders University Lecturer and ‘expert’ in 
the field of Special Education and Literacy, learning about improving student writing and especially 
the important role that oral language and vocabulary play. This is our major area of focus on our 
Site Improvement Plan. 
 

Vocabulary and Oral language are part of the Big 6, which are the components identified as being 
essential to reading instruction. In fact, vocabulary is strongly related to reading proficiency and 
school achievement in general. The Big 6 includes: 

 Phonological awareness 

 Phonics 

 Vocabulary 

 Fluency 

 Comprehension 

 Oral language 
 

It is important that our students learn and become confident speakers and listeners, before they 
move onto further develop their skills as readers and writers. We can’t assume that students are 
able to do this when they enter school and we need to specifically teach students how to 
communicate through oral language. Oral language is the foundation for the development of 
literacy skills and, is a strong indicator of later reading, writing and overall academic achievement. 
 

Parents and families play a big role in the development of a child’s oral language and vocabulary. 
Here are just a few things that you can do to support us in our focus: 

One of the things that the secondary staff decided to focus on is using synonyms (words that have 

the same or similar meaning) each week for nominated common words eg. ‘good’ and ‘answer’. 

Students will keep a tally of when the synonyms are used and work on embedding them as part of 

their conversation. Primary staff are going to focus on trying to maintain longer two-way 

conversations with more interactions, with a focus on ‘Strive for 5’ for R-2 students and ‘8 is Great’ 

for Year 3-6 students. 

Gala Day 

Don’t forget that Gala Day is next Friday September 20 from 10:30 -2:30. There will be lots of 

games and activities, and some yummy food too. We hope that lots of parents, grandparents and 

friends can come along and join in the fun. There is a focus on school pride, with students planning 

and running the day together. Any money raised will go towards the redevelopment of the area 

outside the Home Ec, Science and Art rooms. A letter has gone home today to explain how 

students can exchange money for raffle tickets, to avoid carrying money on the day. 
 

We’re looking forward to seeing you there! 

Industrial Action 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

TERM 3, 2019 

 

WEEK 8 

9-11/9 - Yr 3/4 Camp 
 

12/9 -  Primary R.E. 
 

13/9 - SAPSASA Cricket/Tennis 

    Trials in Lock 
 

WEEK 9 

20/9 - Gala Day 
 

WEEK 10 

23-27/9 - Yr 10 Work Experience 
 

23/9 - Yr 9 Hatchery Tour @     

   Arno Bay 
 

27/9 - Last day of Term 3,    

    school finishes 2:20pm 

 

TERM 4, 2019 

 

WEEK 1 

14-18/10 - Footsteps Dance 
 

16/10 - Yr 8 Immunisations  
 

WEEK 4 

4-8/11 - SAPSASA Cricket/Tennis 

    in Adelaide 

 Talk with your child for extended periods of time about different topics – this can be done 
during ordinary activities like shopping, cooking dinner, in the car. Make sure you have 
several exchanges in a row – “Strive for 5” for students in R-2 and “8 is Great” for students in 
Year 3 and above. 

 Describe the things that you’re doing – use a variety of adjectives and adverbs eg. it’s not just 
‘hot’, its ‘scorching’, instead of being ‘tired’, you could be ‘exhausted’. Make sure you explain 
the meaning of the new words you use and use them often. 

 Read to your child – not just books…anything! Choose books, articles, messages etc, that 
have some unfamiliar language. 

 Play language games like Scrabble, Boggle, Taboo 

 Read about/watch and discuss documentaries, current affairs, news 

 Encourage your child to ask questions and give opinions 

 Talk through their daily activities and experiences 

 Involve your child in planning – a holiday, weekend activity, short trip, party etc 



As you may be aware from reports in the media, negotiations 

between the AEU (Australian Education Union) and the 

government have failed to find a resolution regarding the requests 

in the Enterprise agreement. These issues are focussed on 

improved conditions for employees and support for our schools 

and students, particularly in rural areas. The AEU has 

recommended further industrial action in the form of rolling 

stoppages, which have begun in some sites this week. The 

government has now sought to engage the South Australian 

Employment Tribunal in the process.  

Our sub-branch has voted with the majority in favour of the rolling 

stoppages. This is in the form of a 1 hour early finish on 

Wednesday September 25th (the day allocated to our region by 

the AEU). A letter will come home tomorrow, outlining the 

implications for the school programme on that day and how 

classes will be affected. 

We hope you can support our staff (teachers and SSOs) in 

working for improved conditions around teaching and learning at 

our site. 

Planning for 2020 
We are currently going through the process of looking at classes 

and staffing for next year and, as part of this, it is important that 

we know numbers of students who will be attending in 2020. The 

number of students at school directly affects the number / 

configuration of classes and staffing.  

If your child will not be here next year and you have not 

informed either Colleen or myself as yet, can you please 

notify us of your intentions asap.  

We endeavour to meet the needs of each of our students when 

we look at our classes, so it is important that parents speak to us 

if they have any concerns. Whilst we can’t meet requests 

regarding specific teachers, if you would like to discuss your 

child’s learning needs for 2020, please make an appointment to 

speak to your child’s teacher or a member of the Leadership 

team. 

Interim reports  
Interim reports for students in Years 7-11 will be sent home at the 

end of Week 10, with interviews requested for students who are 

not achieving satisfactory in either their learning area grades or 

attitude. Interviews will be held in Week 1 and 2 of Term 4. 

     SEPTEMBER 
 15/9  - Natashia Inglis 
 17/9 - Haden Frost 
 17/9 - Kane Fiegert 
 17/9 - Eboni Turner 

 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

During the past week we have seen lots of activity at school, with 

the return of the Y4/5s from their camp to the Gawler Ranges, the 

departure of the Y3/4s to Errappa, the Operation Flinders students 

catching up with the rest of their team, running records and ongoing 

PAT testing.   Sometimes it is easy to overlook people in our busy 

lives and a timely reminder is the upcoming RUOK Day.   

R U OK? Day (Thursday 12th September, 2019) is our national day 

of action dedicated to reminding everyone that every day is the day 

to ask, “Are you ok?” and support those struggling with life's ups 

and downs. This year we want everyone to Trust the Signs, Trust 

your Gut & Ask R U OK? 

Follow the four steps while checking in with others: 

 

(taken from:  https://www.ruok.org.au/education) 
On Thursday last week, the teaching staff attended a workshop with 

Anne Bayetto about Writing.  We found it informative and useful and 

have made plans on how to implement strategies to improve 

writing, particularly through vocab.  A key point that Anne made was 

around the importance of oral language; vocabulary is built when 

families talk a lot ie chat about many different topics and have 

extended conversations with more than eight interactions.  Varied 

experiences enhance listening, interacting and speaking 

opportunities; children learn to talk about different topics and use a 

variety of grammar and sophisticated vocabulary.  Next time you 

consider your child a ‘chatter box’ and crave for a moment of 

silence – perhaps you can remember the benefits of oral language 

and extend the conversation! 

I am looking forward to joining our middle and senior students on 

our camp to Wilpena Pound next week.  The weather is warming up 

and it will be great to be out walking – lots of time for extended 

conversations then! 

Regards, 

Colleen Peters 

Word of the Week 

Every week we have a Tier 2 vocabulary word 

to think about and use. 

This week’s word is… 

Compulsory  

What do you think this word means?  

Does this word have more than one meaning? 

Does your child know? Ask them! 

https://www.ruok.org.au/education


 

 

What’s happening here? 
This was our image for inspiration in week 7… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our winner came from the Year 10 class – Ryan 

Beinke! 

I heard the blood curdling screams, rushed inside, 
leaped up the stairs, kicked open the door and 
froze, petrified. 
 

Congratulations Ryan! 
 

It’s great to have a range of year levels entering our 
competition every week so from this week onwards 
there will be an opportunity to win the Primary R-6 
competition and a Secondary 7-12 competition! 
 
 

This week our image for inspiration is… 

Here are some questions that may help to start your 
writing… 
 

What can you see? 
What do you think is happening here? 
Why is the person wearing a mask? 
What are the dangers in this scene? 
Who is this person? 
What else is in the background? Are there any other 
people around? 
 

Good luck! 









 

COWELL SCHOOL/COMMUNITY SWIMMING POOL 
MANAGEMENT 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Will be held on Thursday 19th September, 2pm in the Library. 
All welcome 
 

COWELL CRICKET CLUB 
Cricket training will start Thursday 19th September. 
Junior training at 4pm, Senior training at 6pm.  There will be a free 
sausage sizzle after the 1st training.  Any junior enquiries to Billy 
McFarlane 0428751707, Seniors enquiries to Snow Klingberg 
0427799726 Or Jarrad Schiller 0455282077 
 
 

THE COWELL SWIMMING CLUB 
 

For the first time in a few years, The Cowell 

Swimming Club didn’t have to re-call the AGM.  

Thank you to all those who attended the AGM 

and gave their apologies. 

The positions have been filled by  

Nikki Walsh - President 

Mackenzie Klingberg – Vice President 

Belinda Grund – Treasurer 

Maria Papillo – Secretary, until position can be filled. 

Swim Club will keep you informed when enrolments start. A day/

days, have not been decided as yet. 

Like our Facebook page for updates and continue to check the 

newsletter. 

 

SWIMMING CLUB COACHING POSITIONS  
 

Cowell Swimming Club are in dire need of Volunteer Swimming 
Coaches, to come on board this season. 

Coaching Swimming is a very rewarding position. Watching the 
children developing their skills throughout the season, knowing 
that these skills will be with them for a lifetime and perhaps could 
even save their lives. The physical and health benefits from 
swimming are excellent for children and people of all ages. With 
the added bonus of meeting and interacting new people. 

Cowell Swim Club Coaches are the backbone of our Club and we 
can’t run without them. 

An Austswim course of Teacher of Swimming and Water safety is 
available in Port Lincoln on 28th September. https://
oramsocb.austswim.com.au/coursefinder/ 

Interested in Coaching, call Nikki 0427 361 873 or Maria 0408 396 
110 

 

https://oramsocb.austswim.com.au/coursefinder/
https://oramsocb.austswim.com.au/coursefinder/


 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

 

Quality Country Killed Meat 
 

 

 

Monday to Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm  

Orders always welcome! 
Phone/Fax 86 292 051 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 

Specials running 

on our pet food 

until current 

stock sold out! 

TYRES-TUBES- 

BATTERIES  


