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18th of September 2019 

Newsletter 

Principal’s News 
 
 

Our busy camp term has continued this week, with our Year 10/11 HPE students 
bushwalking in Wilpena Pound, accompanied by some of our Year 9 students who are 
undertaking their Duke of Ed award. The Year 3/4 students visited Errappa last week and 
by all accounts had a terrific time. A big thank you to all of the teachers and parents who 
volunteered their time to help with supervision; it means our students were able to be 
part of more fabulous experiences. 
 

Attendance  

Parents are reminded that it is an expectation that students attend school every day from 
the time they turn 6 until they turn 16. Regular attendance and participation in schooling 
is an important factor in educational and life success. Students who miss school are at 
risk of alienation from education that can lead to decreased options for future pathways. 

We have great support from our parents about student attendance and we currently have 
an attendance rate of 93% (which is pleasing). However, we do have 36 students who 
are considered to have ‘habitual’ non-attendance and 15 students who are considered 
to have ‘chronic’ non-attendance. 

Habitual is when a student has 5 to 9 absences for any reason in a term (average 
of 1 day per fortnight). 

Chronic is when a student is absent for 10 days or more in 
a term for any reason (average of 1 day per week). 

To the right is a table that shows the impact that absences can 
have, which then can have significant results in terms of 
student learning and wellbeing outcomes. 

Valid reasons for parents to keep student/s away from school 
include: 

 the student is too sick to leave the house or has an infectious 
disease like chicken pox, mumps or measles 

 the student has an injury preventing movement around 
school 

 the student is going with his or her parents on a family 
holiday which cannot be arranged in school vacations. This 
should be arranged with the Principal prior to the absence by 
applying for a school exemption. 

 the principal is provided with any genuine and acceptable 
reason preventing the student's attendance 

Principals have the authority to approve temporary exemptions 
of up to 1 month for family travel/holidays, participation in elite 
sport, medical disability and behavioural reasons. 

If the exemption is for more than one month approval must be 
sought from the Education Director. 

Please make sure that you submit an exemption form for your 
child / children if they are going to be absent for an extended 
period of time. Forms are available from the Front office. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

TERM 3, 2019 

 

WEEK 10 

23-27/9 - Yr 10 Work Experience 
 

23/9 - Yr 9 Hatchery Tour @     

   Arno Bay 
 

27/9 - Last day of Term 3,    

    school finishes 2:20pm 
 

TERM 4, 2019 

WEEK 1 

14-18/10 - Footsteps Dance 
 

16/10 - Yr 8 Immunisations  
 

WEEK 4 

4-8/11 - SAPSASA Cricket/Tennis 

    in Adelaide 

https://myintranet.learnlink.sa.edu.au/operations-and-management/site-administration/student-enrolment-and-attendance/student-exemptions


Gala Day 

Unfortunately due to forecasts of inclement weather on 
Friday, we have made the decision to postpone Gala Day 
until early next term.  We apologise for any inconvenience 
this may cause but we want both students and community 
to enjoy the day, which will be difficult if it is cold, wet and 
windy.  We will confirm a date before the end of term and 
hope you can join us then. 

Tickets that have already been pre-purchased will be held 
here in the front office until Gala Day.  

Testing 

NAPLAN results were sent home today for students in 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The reports were also accompanied by 
an information sheet that outlines how to read and interpret 
the reports.   

Our students have also been undergoing Progressive 
Achievement testing (PAT) over the last 4 weeks in 
Vocabulary, Maths, Reading, and Grammar and 
Punctuation. Next week will be the final test, which is 
Science. We have already begun looking at this data and 
tracking our students’ growth over the last 3 years.  

Teachers will be spending time over the coming weeks 
looking at both NAPLAN and PAT results to identify areas 
for further improvement and cohorts/ individuals areas of 
strength and weakness. The tests are one tool for assisting 
teachers in their planning for Term 4 and beyond. 

If you have any questions about your child’s results please 
don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or one of the 
leadership team. 
 

Reports and Interviews  

Interim reports for students in Years 7-11 will be sent home 
at the end of next week. These reports indicate your child’s 
progress with regard to their achievement and effort across 
all learning areas. If your child has not achieved a 
satisfactory grade in either of these areas, the teacher will 
have requested an interview. Interviews will take place in 
Week 1 and Week 2 of next term. If a teacher has not 
requested an interview and you would like to discuss your 
child’s progress, please feel free to make a booking. 
 

Bus Travel 

Parents are reminded that if they wish for their child to 
travel on the bus for any reason, they must contact the 
school for permission. It is important that the school knows 
who is travelling on the bus each day for safety reasons. 
 

Assembly  

The Year 8 class will be holding a whole school assembly 
on the last day of term at 1:45pm on the basketball court. 
Please come along to join in the celebrations. 

     SEPTEMBER 
 24/9  - Corbin Starr 
 26/9 - Noah King 
 26/9 - Murphy Starr 
 29/9 - Isobel Salter 

 

 

Physical Education – Lawn Bowls 

The Year 10/11/12 Physical Education students have spent 
the past 6 weeks learning how to play Lawn Bowls. Students 
had coaching from members of the Cowell Bowling Club and 
learnt how to play singles, pairs, triples and fours. They also 
learnt skills such as draw shots, driving, backhand/forehand, 
as well as weight control and game strategy. The students 
really enjoyed working with local bowlers and soaked up all 
of their advice to rapidly improve their game.  

We would like to thank the Cowell Bowling Club for lending 
us their greens and equipment, Des and Denise Rehn for 
coaching our students and offering up all of their own time to 
accommodate the student’s needs, and also the many 
helpers who came out for lessons over the 6 weeks. We 
really appreciate all of their help and hopefully we will see 
some of our students out for Night owls bowls this coming 
season.  

Thanks, 
Mr Jack Burton 

AQUACULTURE 

A big thank you to Dayna Armstrong, Josh Pentecost 

and Matthew Oldfield who helped out on the lease this 

week to get in a delivery of oysters. Also to the Shuck 

Me crew – Nic and Craig for their time and support, 

and Turner’s Oysters for the loan of their trailer.  



 

 

What’s happening here? 
This was our image for inspiration in Week 8… 

This week we decided to split the prizes between Primary 

and Secondary as we have had so many fantastic entries 

from all year levels. 
 

The winner of the Primary prize was from the Year 4/5 

class… 
 

In the cold dark night, stood a man, fish rod in hand. 
 

The taste of the salty, illegal, rare fish is on his mind. 

Flashing lights, sirens blaring, he had been caught, red 

handed. 
 

He would never taste freedom again...or the delicious fish! 
 

Congratulations Xavier Turner! 
 

We also had THREE winners from the Secondary school! 
 

Year 9 – Madi Bock 
 

Waiting for fish to bite seemed to take longer every time. 
 

Ever since the government fired that gas into the 

atmosphere, we've all been living in fear. 
 

I looked towards the city, one that I could barely see 

through the fog. 
 

I sighed and sat down on the soil, waiting for the fish to bite. 
 

Year 10 – Ryan Beinke 
 

I step outside and open my umbrella to the nostalgic spell 

of petrichor. 
 

Across the lake I see him fishing through the haze. 
 

I step away from the protection of the door, he drops the 

rod and his head turns and those eyes lock onto me. 
 

Year 10 – Tyson Sherrin 
 

The timid man was doddery on his legs as he approached 

his local hithe in the dark of night, pursuing his desired 

passion of fishing for potentially the last time. 
 

Congratulations to all of our winners from last week, all 

creating great imagery with their stories.  

This week our image for inspiration is… 

Here are some questions that might help your thinking... 

How old is the tortoise? 

What has he seen in his lifetime? 

What do you think it’s like living on the back of a tortoise? 

What sort of places would it take you to? 

Good luck! 

Word of the Week 
Every week we have a Tier 2 vocabulary word 
to think about and use. 

This week’s word is… 
Support 

What do you think this word means?  
Does this word have more than one meaning? 

Does your child know? Ask them! 







 

COWELL SCHOOL/COMMUNITY SWIMMING POOL 
MANAGEMENT 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Will be held on Thursday 19th September, 2pm in the Library. 
All welcome 
 

COWELL CRICKET CLUB 
Cricket training will start Thursday 19th September. 

Junior training at 4pm, Senior training at 6pm.  There will be a free 

sausage sizzle after the 1st training.  Any junior enquiries to Billy 

McFarlane 0428751707, Seniors enquiries to Snow Klingberg 

0427799726 Or Jarrad Schiller 0455282077 

 
 

SWIMMING CLUB COACHING 
POSITIONS  
 

Cowell Swimming Club are in dire need of 
Volunteer Swimming Coaches, to come on 
board this season. 

Coaching Swimming is a very rewarding 
position. Watching the children developing their 
skills throughout the season, knowing that these skills will be with 
them for a lifetime and perhaps could even save their lives. The 
physical and health benefits from swimming are excellent for 
children and people of all ages. With the added bonus of meeting 
and interacting new people. 

Cowell Swim Club Coaches are the backbone of our Club and we 
can’t run without them. 

An Austswim course of Teacher of Swimming and Water safety is 
available in Port Lincoln on 28

th
 September. https://

oramsocb.austswim.com.au/coursefinder/ 

Interested in Coaching, call Nikki 0427 361 873 or Maria 0408 396 
110 

 

C.I.C GALA DAY TABLE 

The C.I.C need donations of "Bric a brac" to sell for Gala Day, 

together with their cake & confectionery table. 

Here are some ideas:  Books, plants, toys, ornaments, stationery, 

accessories e.g. hats, caps, scarves, belts, handbags, costume 

jewelry, kitchen gadgets, crockery, etc… 

Perfect excuse to have a spring clean! 

Please place donations in the front office box. 

Thank you for supporting the council that serves Cowell school 

and community. 

 

https://oramsocb.austswim.com.au/coursefinder/
https://oramsocb.austswim.com.au/coursefinder/


 

 

Cowell Tennis Club 

JUNIOR TENNIS 2019/20 

Open/Registration Day 

Tuesday 24th September 4pm @ tennis courts 

You are welcome to come along, hand in your 

registration forms and have your first hit of tennis for the 

season! 

Alternatively registration forms are available from the 

Library and completed forms can be returned there as 

well or handed to Erin King by the 24th September. 

All enquiries to Erin King on 0400 834 998 

NOTE CHANGE TO TENNIS SCHEDULE 

Junior competition will run for 8 weeks in Term 4, 2019. 

Commencing Friday 18th October at 4pm (Week 1), 

concluding Friday 6th December (Week 8). 

Details regarding what is planned for the second half of 

the season (Term 1 2020) will be provided in due course. 

REGISTRATION FORMS AND PAYMENT MUST BE 

RECEIVED BEFORE JUNIORS CAN PLAY. 



 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

 

Quality Country Killed Meat 
 

 

 

Monday to Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm  

Orders always welcome! 
Phone/Fax 86 292 051 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 

Specials running 

on our pet food 

until current 

stock sold out! 

TYRES-TUBES- 

BATTERIES  


