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Newsletter 

Principal’s News 
 

 

We are now over halfway through Term 3 and there is lots happening as we head towards the end of 
the term. Our Year 5/6 class spent the last week in Adelaide, visiting lots of educational and fun 
locations; we’ll hear more about what they got up to in next week’s newsletter. Unfortunately, as 
with the Canberra camp, on their return, we have seen quite a few of our students (and staff) go 
down with coughs, colds and other nasty bugs. It’s important that we try and stop the spread of 
these germs as much as we can, so if your child is sick, please keep them home and give them a 
chance to rest and recuperate.  
Next week, our  Year 4/5 class head to the Gawler Ranges. I’m sure they’ll enjoy plenty of adventures 
exploring the region – hopefully the weather is kind to them! 
Support Staff week 
This week is the AEU (Australian Education Union) SA Support Staff Week, which is held to celebrate 
and acknowledge the diverse work of our SSOs and GSEs, and how they contribute to the ongoing 
success of our school community. Every day our support staff work closely with our teachers and 
students to support their teaching and learning and help us along our improvement journey. We are 
very fortunate to have a terrific mix of support staff with great skills, knowledge and life experiences, 
who are committed to the education of each and every one of our students. Thank you to Gaynor 
Phillips, Tanya Williams, Nicole Turner, Maria Papillo, Ruth Tonkin, Michelle Elson, Jacqui Lewis-
Couzner, Kylie McFarlane, Tom Darling, Mickey Siviour, Michelle Beinke, Mackenzie Klingberg, Kyla 
Franklin, Scott Williams, Greg Preiss, Billy McFarlane, Shae McFarlane, Lexi Williams and Amanda 
Salter for your commitment to our school community. 
Book Week  
We had a fabulous time celebrating Book Week last week, culminating in the assembly run by the 
R/1 and 1/2 classes. All of the students who dressed up, paraded around the basketball court so that 
students, staff and parents could see their efforts in emulating their favourite book characters or 
‘secret power’. We all enjoyed guessing staff members’ secret powers throughout the week – who 
would’ve guessed that Mr Paveltish’ secret power was knowing all the best ice-cream flavour 
combinations. The JP classes lead by Ms Furst, Thing 1 and Thing 2 (Mrs Curtis and Mrs Martin) 
demonstrated great reading and oral language skills in their hosting of the assembly. 
A big thank you to Mrs Turner and Mrs Papillo who put a lot of time and energy into organising the 
activities for the week. 
Testing 
Last week saw the beginning of PAT (Progressive Achievement Tests) testing for our students in 
Years 3-10, with the Vocabulary test being the first off the rank. This week they have tackled 
Grammar and Punctuation, and the next 3 weeks will be followed with Reading Comprehension, 
Maths and Science.  Our early years students are also working through Phonics Screenings and the 
collection of Running Record data. 
These tests give us valuable data about how students have progressed in these areas in the last 12 
months, which we then use to plan and programme to support students in the areas of need. It is 
also important information about student achievement and progress to pass onto the next year’s 
teacher. 
Our NAPLAN data is starting to come in, as you would have seen in the media and student reports 
will be available in the next few weeks. From what we have had a chance to look at so far, our results 
are looking quite pleasing. 
Rowan Ramsey MP Award  
Rowan Ramsey (Federal MP for Grey) has advised the Governing Council that he is once again 
offering his Rowan Ramsey School Community Award. Nominations are open to staff, parents or 
community members who have ‘gone above and beyond’ dedicating and volunteering their time and 
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skills for the school.  
These nominations are to be received by Friday 6th September and 
forwarded to the Front Office. A nomination form is attached to this 
newsletter. 
Classes for 2020 
We are beginning the process of looking at numbers and classes for 
next year. In order to do this and make plans around staffing, we 
need parents to let us know their intentions for 2020. The number of 
students at school directly affects the number / configuration of 
classes and staffing. We hope to have each and every one of our 
students with us next year, however, if you know that your child will 
not be returning, can you please let us know asap, so that we can 
continue our planning. 
We endeavour to meet the needs of each of our students when we 
look at our classes, so it is important that parents speak to us if they 
have any concerns. Whilst we can’t meet requests regarding specific 
teachers, if you would like to discuss your child’s learning needs for 
2020, please make an appointment to speak to your child’s teacher 
or a member of the Leadership team. 

  AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 
  28/8- Jamie Schultz 
 31/8- Jed King 
 1/9-  Jessie Doyle 
 2/9-  Sam Oldfield 

 

 

Deputy Principal’s News 

We are into the second half of term 3, which could be known this year 
at Cowell as the ‘Term of Camps’.  According to discussions I’ve had 
with the Year 5/6 students, they had a fantastic time in Adelaide.  
Strangely enough one of their favourite activities was rolling down the 
lawned verges of Colley Reserve (Glenelg), indicating to me that our 
children still love the simple pleasure of being outside and running (or 
rolling) around with their friends. 

Next week the Year 4/5s travel to the Gawler Ranges and later in the 
term some of the older students go bushwalking in the Flinders Ranges.  
The Cowell Area School has a strong camps policy where we foster 
skills, safety, cooperation and independence from the early years to the 
senior years. 

A preliminary report re our school’s performance in this year’s Naplan 
tests has been received by the school, showing some interesting data 
and growth.  Unfortunately, the results from the writing tests haven’t 
been made available – these results will be disseminated later.  Overall 
results indicate a number of students in the higher bands in both     
numeracy and literacy, this is something that we have been working 
towards for some time.  Naplan reports to parents will be available in 
September.   

Staff are currently updating NEPs (Negotiated Education Plans) for    
students with special needs and as it is a requirement that parents/
carers have the opportunity to contribute to the plan, parents will be 
contacted by class teachers to discuss their ideas and concerns re their 
child’s education.   

Last week we became aware of issues around the misuse of technology 
(outside of school hours), especially mobile phones and have facilitated 
restorative discussions with those involved in order to resolve some of 
the problems. Overall, our students reported little concerns re       
cyberbullying and a good sense of peer belonging when self-reporting in 
the Wellbeing and Engagement Collection survey (completed earlier this 
year by students from Year 4-12).   

Cowell Area School – Cyberbullying                                                          

 All public schools - Cyberbullying 

Cowell Area School - Peer belonging                                                        

All public schools – Peer belonging                                                

Technology is an important part of our lives and belonging to a peer 
group is valued by adolescents.  We continually look for ways to assist 
students’ connections with their peers and help them make good choices 
while using their mobile devices. 

Enjoy the week,  

Regards  

Colleen Peters 

Gala day will be held this term on Friday the 20th September from 
10:30am to 2:30pm. We encourage all parents to come along to the 
event and support our students in celebrating positive school culture.  

Lots of food, fun stalls and games will be available throughout the day.  

Gala day this year doesn’t have a fundraising focus, in light of the current 
climate in our community, however 
any money made on the day will go 
towards redeveloping the area in 
front of the Science, Home Ec and 
Art rooms.  

Hope to see you all there  



The Year 7’s have been reading Refugee-themed novels in their group reading. They were asked to write a diary of 
a refugee.  Here is Zara Grund’s…… 
 

My Great Escape 
 
Thursday 29th Nov, 1992 
It had been seven long months for our family, and I Aliza Novak am only 14 years old and 
dealing with the Siege of Sarajevo. This war is terrible. My sister Maira and I constantly 
fear a large bomb exploding at the building we are currently living in. It is a dark place in 
the basement of a bombed-out building. My mother and father constantly cry, which 
makes my sister and I cry as well. This war is treacherous but we are escaping! Our    
journey will begin tomorrow. We have managed to get some illegal papers to fly out to the 
UK, where we would be living soon, but first we will have to take a dangerous journey to 
Serbia. We have met a nice woman named Inaya, who will help sneak us out to Serbia 
tomorrow. 
 

Friday 30th Nov 1992 
Today is the day that Mama, Babo, Mairah and I will escape to Serbia! We start by    
packing up some of our clothes, and all the other items we would need for our journey. To 
escape, we have to avoid the snipers, and that will be difficult, because they are          
everywhere. Our car has been obliterated by a grenade, so we will have to walk by foot to 
get there. It is going to take us over two days to walk to Serbia, and I do not know how my 
little legs are going to cope with the long journey. The conditions will be bad, really bad. 
There are bombed buildings, cars, and buses everywhere around the streets outside our 
building, the conditions are terrible. 
 

Two Hours Later 
We have now been walking for two hours and my legs are already hurting. We have      
already been shot at by snipers and I am terrified, but I know that if I keep walking we will 
soon make it to Serbia and this war will be over, well for me at least. 
 
Monday 2nd Dec 1992 
We have finally reached Serbia! I longed for a good night's sleep and some fresh food 
and water, and I knew I will once I am in the UK... we will be there soon. Mama and Babo 
have saved enough money to afford our plane tickets there. The government in the UK 
will provide us a house and fresh food and water until Mama and Babo have enough   
money for our own. We will board the plane tomorrow but tonight we are staying in        
Inaya’s house, because she has kindly let us stay here. 
 

Tuesday 3rd Dec 1992 
The loud speaking in the airport distracts me. “Are you excited Aliza?” Mama asks, but I 
do not respond.  I am fascinated, watching the large planes take off into the sky,             
imagining sitting in there looking into the clouds. This will be my first ever plane ride. We 
board the plane and I have the window seat. It is so cool looking out of the tall aeroplane 
onto the tarmac, ready to fly.  
  
 
Two and a half hours later 
We arrive in London, and it is wonderful! The streets are filled with joyful happy people, 
walking the dogs and talking to others. There are no snipers, bombs and grenades to be 
seen! We are finally out of the war and we can live a happy life. This was my great         
escape! 









 

Cowell Inter-Church Council (C.I.C) 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 28 August 2019, 3.30 pm 

In the C.A.S. Meeting room 

All interested parties welcome. 

(Election of office bearers) 

Cowell Cricket 
Club AGM 

The Cowell 
cricket club 
AGM will be 
held at the complex on 
Wednesday 28th August at 
7.30pm  

All Players / parents of players 
are urged to attend. 

Apologies to Craig Klingberg 
0427 799 726  

PROBUS COMBINED CLUB OF COWELL   

MEETING FRIDAY  6th Sept 2019 

Franklin Hbr Hotel   10 am meeting 

Guest speaker 11 am Robert McFarlane experiences 

in Vietnam VISITORS WELCOME-  

Probus meetings  1st Friday each Month 10 am F.H.hotel 

President Mike Talbot 0421 921 065 

Secretary Barb Shearer  0427 187 135 

Visitors always welcome. 

If you are retired or semi-retired, interested in making new friends in a relaxed 
atmosphere and/or enjoy occasional trips and tours with congenial company, 
you are very welcome to come along and meet with members of Probus      
Combined Club of Cowell. 

Cowell Tennis Club AGM 

Monday 9/9 

@ School Library 

7PM 



 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

 

Quality Country Killed Meat 
 

 

 

Monday to Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm  

Orders always welcome! 
Phone/Fax 86 292 051 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 

Specials running 

on our pet food 

until current 

stock sold out! 

TYRES-TUBES- 

BATTERIES  




