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Newsletter

Principal’s News
Last week our staff were part of a group of 70 plus educators who travelled to Lock to take
part in Professional Learning about writing with Anne Bayetto, Flinders University Lecturer,
researcher and author. The day had a focus on what supports writing development and how
to address writing difficulties, starting with the explicit teaching of words-sentencesparagraphs. The day provided staff with the well-researched theory behind the successful
teaching of writing and many practical strategies to support the learning of writing. There
were many key takeaways from the day, but I have included a few below for your interest.







Students need to do way more writing– write less but more often!
Writing needs to be collaborative.
There needs to be interactive talk before writing
Lots of writing should be unmonitored and ungraded – students need to have the
opportunity to write for ‘whimsy and pleasure’.
Students need to be able to talk a text type before they write a text type.

So, what can you do as a parent? Here’s a few ideas.

DATES TO REMEMBER
TERM 2, 2019
WEEK 5
27-31/5 - Reconciliation Week
31/5

- SRC Grip Leadership
@ Whyalla

WEEK 6
3/6

- Yr 10/11 Immunisations

WEEK 7
10/6

- Public Holiday

11-12/6 - Yr 4/5 Errappa Camp

WEEK 8
17-21/6 - SAPSASA Football/
Netball @ Adelaide

WEEK 9
26/6

- School Photo Day

WEEK 10

National Reconciliation Week
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) runs annually from 27 May – 3 June. These dates mark
two milestones in Australia’s reconciliation journey: The 1967 referendum and the historic
Mabo decision, respectively.
Each year National Reconciliation Week (NRW) celebrates and builds on the respectful
relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians.
It is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures and achievements,
and to explore how each of us can join the national reconciliation journey.
As a school we will be recognising NRW - learning about its significance and taking part in
learning activities in our classrooms.
Yesterday our Year 4-9 students travelled to Whyalla to attend ‘Black Screen’ – a free
celebration of Indigenous film and culture that runs during National Reconciliation week, to
promote cultural awareness.

1-5/7

- Yr 10 Career Camp

5/7

- Last Day of Term,
School finishes 2:20pm

STEM Aboriginal Student Congress

Deputy Principal’s News

This week, 5 of our middle school students – Jordan Lewis,
Josh Pentecost, Tilly McFarlane, Ky Lewis and Sid
McFarlane, attended the 3rd Annual STEM Aboriginal
Congress in Adelaide. The Congress is an initiative to engage
and inspire the next generation of young Aboriginal scientists,
technologists, engineers and mathematicians to broaden their
career pathway options. Students were required to submit an
application that talked about their interest in, and aptitude for,
STEM, and their interpersonal, leadership and collaborative
skills. Students who attended previous STEM congresses
were automatically accepted. Next week, we will get the
students to share some of their experiences.

Yesterday we received a report from the Wellbeing and
Engagement Collection – a survey completed by our
students from Years 4-10 earlier this year. The report
describes young people’s views about their social and
emotional wellbeing, their engagement at school and their
experiences outside of school. It is a useful tool for gauging
and planning for student wellbeing, providing an informed
structure to drive conversations about our young people’s
wellbeing and engagement. Data provided enables us to
measure positive and negative growth from 2015 to 2019
while also comparing our school to other state schools in
South Australia.

Volunteers

Referring to the table below, it is reassuring to see that our
students report that their levels of perseverance have
improved over the past few years.

Last Friday, we had a morning tea to say thank you to our
volunteers for the time, energy and commitment they put into
supporting our school – both staff and students. As we have
said previously, we couldn’t do it without them. Thank you to
those volunteers who were able to come along and share
morning tea with us.

Throughout the year I will refer to the report and comment on
our results.

Early in the week I found a great example of how teachers are
encouraging perseverance when I picked up from the
photocopier a lesson designed for Pastoral Care about
‘Thought Shifting’ - encouraging students to discuss what it is
that students their age find difficult or challenging, how they
could support a friend through these issues, what they can
think or say to themselves when faced with a challenging task
or situation. Some suggestions were:

I believe that reconciliation is important to Australia’s future.
This year’s Reconciliation Week theme ‘Grounded in Truth
Walk Together with Courage’ provides a focus for us to
learn about our shared histories, cultures and achievements
as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened by
respectful relationships.

MAY/JUNE
2/6—Caleb Churchett

29/5—Willow Cook
2/6—Casey Beach
4/6—Aiden Turner

Keep warm, enjoy the week.
Regards,
Colleen Peters

FLASH FICTION WINNER!
Last week our winner was Year 6 student Amber Phillipps
from Miss Matthews’ class with her story below…
The screech of the tyres echoed throughout the street.
The ruby-red car stopped.
They were astonished at what they saw, a little truck, as
small as a possum, was crossing the road.
Congratulations Amber!
This week our image for inspiration looks like this…

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 2019
School photographs will be taken on Wednesday, June
26th. This year class photographs will be taken in the
traditional format style (same as 2018).
Family
photographs will commence at 9am in the Library. Order
envelopes have been sent home with each student with
their name printed on the envelope. PLEASE TAKE NOTE:
every student must return their envelope, even if not
purchasing photos. Family order envelopes are available
from the front office. Please return all order envelopes to
the Front Office no later than Monday, June 24th, so they
can be collated ready for the photographers.
Payment Information (please read carefully): Payment
by cheque is no longer available due to changes in Bank
Policy. All payment details are listed on the payment
envelope. Payment can be made either by cash (please
enclose correct money), money order or online. If you
order family photos online, could you still please collect a
Family envelope from the front office or notify front office
staff so your name can be added to the Families list.
Payment after photo day is available. Please see Front
Office staff for full details.
Thank you.

What can you see happening here? Check in with your
child to see if they’ve written their FLASH FICTION this
week!

Word of the Week
Every week we have a Tier 2 vocabulary word
to think about and use.
This week’s word is…
Privilege
What do you think this word means?
Does this word have more than one meaning?
Does your child know? Ask them!

Whole School Assembly
Wednesday 5th June
9:20am at Institute.
All welcome.

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA
20th Event, being held at Cowell IGA Fresh on Thursday 30th
May and Friday 31st May. Trading table and raffle all day or
until sold out. Community donations of food gratefully accepted
(please list ingredients). This event has been held since 2000
and has raised in excess of $25,000-

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat.

Quality Country Killed Meat

Monday to Friday
8:30am to 5:30pm

Orders always welcome!
Phone/Fax 86 292 051

Communications Centre
North Terrace COWELL

For all your
Air-conditioning
& Refrigeration
needs
CALL:
DAMO 0428 884 281
Lic No: AU30285

0457 957 221

Learn Boat Handling,
Radio Procedure, Navigation
Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs

For more information contact:

Commodore: Dale Bailey
0429 054 969

Vice Commodore:
Malcolm Brine
0488 292 567

