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Newsletter 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

TERM 2, 2019 

WEEK 3 

14-22/5 - NAPLAN Online 

17/5 -  Walk Safely to        

   School Day 

WEEK 5 

31/5 - SRC Grip Leadership    

   at Whyalla  

WEEK 7 

10/6 - Public Holiday 

11-12/6 - Yr 4/5 Errappa Camp 

WEEK 8 

17-21/6 - SAPSASA Football/ 

   Netball in Adelaide 

WEEK 9 

26/6 - School Photo Day  

WEEK 10 

1-5/7 - Yr 10 Career Camp 

Principal’s News 
 
 

It has been lovely to hear the sound of rain again – we hope everyone has had some in their 
gauges. We had a busy first week with author, Phillip Gwynne visiting and sharing his knowledge of 
writing, and SMG conducting wellbeing workshops with our Year 7,8,9 students. These were all 
received very well by our students and I would like to thank Nicole Turner and Jess Jaeschke for 
organising these. Many of our staff- teachers and SSOs have been attending training over the last 
week in Brightpath, QuickSmart and PreLit. We have seen some great results from our Intervention 
programmes and are keen to continue the learning in these areas, so that our students will continue 
to make progress in their Literacy and Numeracy. 
 
Site Improvement 
The literacy goal on our Site Improvement plan is to ‘improve achievement in writing from R-12’. As 
part of this, staff have been revisiting and further developing their knowledge and understanding of 
grammar and punctuation, and ways to successfully explicitly teach these concepts. At last week ’s 
staff meeting we had a focus on Nouns. Below are a few of facts about nouns- maybe you could 
test your own knowledge: 
A noun is a word used to refer to people, animals, objects, events, ideas and feelings.  
There are 5 different types of nouns: 

 Common: basic names for things – feet, bird, house, bridge, tractor 

 Proper: these are specific and name a single thing (usually a person or place) – Sydney, 
Abbie, Mrs Duffy, Cowell Hospital. They need to have a capital letter. 

 Collective: refers to a group – school of fish, audience, gang of thieves 

 Abstract: things that you can ’t see or touch or find anywhere in the real world. These are 
intangible things – love, success, favour, interest, knowledge 

 Compound: when we use two words to create one noun. The words that are joined don ’t 
have to be nouns – washing machine, skipping rope, greenhouse 

 

BUT WAIT…THERE’S MORE! 
Gerunds – look like a verb but operate as a noun. 

 I jog every morning (verb) 

 Jogging is one of my favourite ways to exercise. (noun) 

 I love jogging. (noun) 

 She was jogging to the shop. (verb) 
 

They are formed by adding ‘ing’ to the end of a verb. 
 
Walk Safely to School  
Friday May 18th is National Walk Safely to School day. This is a great way to promote the physical 
and mental health benefits of walking, and the importance of safe pedestrian behaviour for our 
students. Walking to school is one way of contributing to 60 minutes of exercise per day 
(recommended), which can reduce the likelihood of things like childhood obesity and improve 
academic performance at school. 

Did you know that children younger than 10 are required to hold an adult's hand when 
crossing the road? 

 

Parents and Friends are organising several meeting spots around town on Friday where students 
can meet an adult volunteer and walk to school. A timetable will be in next week’s newsletter. 
Parents are also welcome to join us. Meeting time is 8:20am, so get your walking shoes on and 
‘walk to school’. 
 
Public Education Awards 
The Public Education Awards recognise and reward the achievements of teachers, leaders, allied 
health professionals, support and corporate staff across South Australia. 
The awards recognise and showcase excellence in public education. Through this program we 
proudly share our achievements with the community and highlight the innovation, passion and 
expertise that form the foundation of our strong public education system. 
 

Continued overleaf 



 

 

 MAY 
 10/5—Lainie McFarlane 
 10/5—Declan Crabb 
 12/5—Taitum Goodyear 

Parents, families and communities all play a significant role in 
supporting children and young people.  As active participants in 
our education system, the public nomination process for the 
awards allows everyone to get involved and say thank you to an 
educator that’s made a difference in their lives. 
In 2019 there are 10 award categories, each with 1 winner and 2 
finalists to receive prizes for personal or team professional 
development. You can find out more in the Department’s 2019 
application guide (PDF 1852KB), which you can find at 
www.education.sa.gov.au/awards. The awards are open to all 
Department for Education employees. 
Get involved in the awards – don’t miss your chance to nominate 
someone amazing. Nominations for the awards are open until 31 
May 2019. 
 
National Volunteers Week 
National Volunteers Week is from May 20th -26th – this is an 
important time when we officially recognise our volunteers and all 
of the fantastic work that they do. We will be holding a Morning 
Tea in the library, commencing at 10:30 to thank all of our hard 
working volunteers. If you volunteer in any way, whether it be 
listening to reading, mentoring, helping at working bees or being 
on a committee, please come along and join us. 
 
 NAPLAN 
A reminder that, starting next Tuesday, we will be undertaking the 
annual NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy) online testing for the first time for all students in 
Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. Tests will run from Tuesday 14 May to 
Wednesday 22 May. Students will have one test per day and 
there will be some days where they don’t have a test scheduled. 
There will be ‘catch up’ sessions during this timeframe where 
students who were absent on test days can complete tests that 
were missed. 
 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact either 
Colleen, or myself. 

 

Deputy Principal’s News 
 

Last week we heard from FRRR that our grant application to 
support the Y7-9 camp to Canberra was successful.  The school 
has received ongoing support from FRRR for which we are most 
grateful.   The Cowell RSL has also donated funds to the 
Canberra Camp and we also say a big ‘thank you’ to them.  We 
are fortunate to live in a community where people give time and 
financial support generously.   
 

On Tuesday I attended training about the development of literacy 
skills in students in pre-school and the first years of schooling.  
Being Middle School trained, I found it very interesting and we are 
now looking at implementing the PreLit programme to help some 
of our younger students develop critical literacy skills. 
 

Bullying can impact deeply on individuals’ wellbeing.  I have 
included some information about bullying in this week’s 
newsletter.  The following is a definition of bullying from the 
‘Bullying No Way’ website: 
 

Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in 
relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 
behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or 
psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group 
misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more 
persons who feel unable to stop it from happening. 
 

Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital 
platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden 
(covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be 
repeated, over time (for example, through sharing of digital 
records). 
 

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, 
medium and long-term effects on those involved, including 
bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between 
equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as 
bullying. 
 

The link below gives information about the signs of bullying: 
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/Resources/FactSheets/Documents/
bnw-factsheet-4-signs-of-bullying.pdf 
 

If you have concerns about bullying at our school, please contact 
the appropriate class teacher, Julie-Anne or myself asap. 
 
Regards, 
Colleen Peters 

Word of the Week 
Every week we have a Tier 2 vocabulary 
word to think about and use. 

This week’s word is… 
Experience 

What do you think this word means?  
Does this word have more than one 

meaning? 
Does your child know? Ask them! 

What’s happening here? 
Welcome back! Here is this week’s image for inspiration for our 

FLASH FICTION… 

 
What kind of things could you write about here? 

Who is this man? 

What potion is he making? 

Has the Professor chosen to lock himself away? 

Why hasn’t he had any sleep? 

What might the vessels and books on the table contain? 

If you could make any magic potion, what would you make? 

What do you think the Professor keeps in his pockets? 

We’ve had some great entries this week already with our winner 

announced tomorrow in the bulletin – stay tuned next week to find out 

who it was! 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/public-education-awards-application-guide.pdf
http://www.education.sa.gov.au/awards
https://publiceducationawards.awardsplatform.com/
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/Resources/FactSheets/Documents/bnw-factsheet-4-signs-of-bullying.pdf
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/Resources/FactSheets/Documents/bnw-factsheet-4-signs-of-bullying.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 





 

 



 

AUSKICK 
Starting this Thursday 2nd May at 3:30pm at the town oval, if there 
are any parents that are able to stay and help for each training that 
would be great. Please remember a Water Bottle and appropriate 
shoes. Please register at www.play.afl/auskick/2019-registration 
 

NET SET GO 
Starting next Thursday 9th May at 3:45pm at the far end of the 
netball courts. Please bring a water bottle and appropriate shoes. 
Please register your name with Jasmin Piggott 0427527646 and 
registration forms will be handed out at training. 
 

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA 
20th Event, being held at Cowell IGA Fresh on Thursday 30th May 
and Friday 31st May.  Trading table and raffle all day or until sold 
out.  Community donations of food gratefully accepted (please list 
ingredients).  This event has been held since 2000 and has raised 
in excess of $25,000- 

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA 
Wednesday 22nd May 10am to 12noon at 4 
Lincoln Highway, Cowell.  All Welcome, phone 
0427292153 for takeaway.  Marg Winen, 
Hostess. 
 

 

 

Important information for volunteers 

Responding  to Abuse and Neglect 

(RAN) Training for Volunteers 

ALL people who volunteer in the school in any capacity, on 

more than one occasion are required to have completed the 

RAN Training. 

Julie-Anne will be offering a face to face one hour session on a 

date to be advised.  To book in please contact the front office 

on 86 292 150.  Alternatively volunteers can choose to do it 

online, information on how to do this was sent out last term. 

http://www.play.afl/auskick/2019-registration


 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

 

Quality Country Killed Meat 
 

 

 

Monday to Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm  

Orders always welcome! 
Phone/Fax 86 292 051 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 


