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Newsletter 

Principal’s News 
 
This week, I attended a 2-day Area School Leaders conference in Adelaide with other area school 
leaders from across the state. It was a terrific opportunity to spend time with other leaders who 
work in similar sites and to discuss and share the fantastic learning experiences and the issues 
and concerns relevant to our particular contexts. Area schools are unique in that they provide 
learning experiences for students from the moment they begin their formal education to the time 
they finish. That means that we have the opportunity to develop positive and lasting relationships 
with children and young people and are well equipped to help them realise their full potential 
regardless of their location. 
As our communities become smaller we are met with the challenge of being able to meet the 
needs of all of our students but as a school community we know that by working in strong 
partnership with students and their families, we can achieve educational outcomes that will enable 
students to achieve success in whatever they put their minds to.  
Some of the messages from the current research around education in rural and remote settings 
are that: 

 Students in rural and remote schools often mix with a range of ages and backgrounds, which 
supports the growth of tolerance and resilience and the ability to get along with a wide range 
of people. 

 Young people in rural and remote areas often take on leadership roles at an earlier age than 
regional and metropolitan peers. 

 The caring and personalised approach to education in many of our rural and remote schools 
helps to build strong relationships and accommodates individual learning needs. 

 The high quality community involvement and support in many country towns, including greater 
involvement in extra-curricular activities, helps to build school community partnerships, which 
can lead to higher outcomes. Young people have a ‘sense of belonging’. 

Education in Rural Victoria – “A Case for Action”, 2019 

 
Industrial action 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, as part of our Enterprise Bargaining negotiations, the 
Department for Education made an offer regarding work conditions to the AEU. This offer has 
been rejected, with the majority of AEU sub branches voting to undertake stop work action, next 
Monday July 1st. As a site we will now canvas staff to determine what stop work action will be 
taken at our site. This will then be approved by our Education Director, so that we can inform 
parents by Friday. 
We have a unique workplace as educators. The conditions and number of teachers and support 
staff impacts on your child’s learning environment. 
 
We want the best public education learning environment for every South Australian child and 
young person. 
 
The AEU and its members advocate for improving conditions in public education. 
There are areas of concern that need to be addressed: 

 Class sizes and complexity 

 Lack of sufficient funding and support for every school and preschool 

 Lack of job security for our educators 

 Challenges in attracting and retaining educators in country areas. 
 

Parent Night 

Tonight, we are holding an Information evening for parents and students from Years 7-11. The 
evening will focus on developing understanding about the Australian Curriculum, SACE and VET 
opportunities at Cowell Area School, and general information about curriculum prior to 
undertaking SACE. We believe that it is important for parents and students to begin thinking about 
these things early so that they are able to see the progression from each year and make 
informative choices about their future directions. Each of our teachers will provide a rundown of 
their learning area, Hannah Darling will discuss SACE and Di Fitzgerald, our VET Pathways 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

TERM 2, 2019 

WEEK 9 

26/6 - Parent Information   

   Night 7pm 

27/6 - Yr 12 Netball @ Pt.    

   Lincoln 

WEEK 10 

1-5/7 - Yr 10 Careers Camp 

3/7 - Yr 8, 9, 11 & 12 Swim    

   with Cuttlefish @    

   Whyalla 

5/7 - Last Day of Term, 

   School finishes 2:20pm 

 

TERM 3, 2019 

WEEK 1 

22/7 - Term 3 commences 
 

23/7 - Canberra Camp  

   Parent Info Evening 
 

30-6/8 - Operation Flinders 
 

WEEK 2 

3-9/8 - Canberra Camp  



 

 

Manager will be available to answer questions regarding School 
Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships.  

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

SAPSASA 

Congratulations to Kane Fiegert, who was part of the successful 
Central Eyre Peninsula football team that competed in the 
SAPSASA competition in Adelaide last week. The boys played in 
Division 4, going through to be undefeated premiers – a fabulous 
effort! Well done to all of the boys and coach Jack Kenny. Below 
are the results for each game: 

CEP def APY lands 8.10 to 2.5 

CEP def Kangaroo Island 21.15 to 0.2 

CEP def Murray Mallee 18.13 to 0.0 

CEP def North Easter 8.4 to 3.7 

CEP def Northern 14.9 to 1.6 

CEP def Para Districts 12.13 to 2.0 

CEO def Pirie 11.6 to 2.2 

CEP def Playford 11.5 to 0.0 

CEP def Southern Yorke 8.13 to 0.2 

CEP def Whyalla 29.4 to 0.0 

 

Staffing 

We would like to welcome Shae McFarlane, who will be working 
with us for 6 weeks next term, whilst Kylie McFarlane is on leave. 
We’re sure she will be a valuable member of our team and look 
forward to working with her. 

Deputy Principal’s News 

It is nearly the end of Term 2 and staff have been busily writing 
reports.  While reading the students’ reports and thinking about 
academic achievement I have reflected on the results from the 
Wellbeing and Engagement Collection which was held earlier 
this year and involved students from Years 4-10.   
Under the Learning Readiness domain, the statements about 
Academic Self Concept were as follows  
Even if the work in school is hard, I can learn it. 
I am certain I can learn the skills taught in school this year. 
If I have enough time, I can do a good job on all my school work. 
Students were asked to respond, choosing from ‘strongly agree, 
agree, neither agree or disagree, disagree and strongly disagree’ 
Results for 2019 were: 

Cowell area school: 

All public school students: 

 
After a steep decline in 2016, there has been a steady 
improvement in how our students have viewed themselves 
academically.  A growth mindset helps us believe that our most 
basic abilities can be developed through dedication and hard 
work. This creates a love of learning and a resilience that is 
essential for great accomplishment.  
 
Reports will be sent home at the end of next week, please 
discuss your child’s achievements with them, focusing on 
strengths as well as improvements and effort required.   
 
Our school’s current attendance is at 95% which is great. A 
reminder please to notify the school for any days (or part days) 
your child is absent. 

 
Enjoy your week. 

    JULY 
  10/7—Lauren Beinke 
 10/7—Imogen Jaeschke 
10/7—Chloe Martin 15/7—Riley Barrett 
16/7—Skyler Vawser 17/7—Aiden Panter 
18/7—Kane Walsh 18/7—McKenna Arnold 
21/7—Kalan Russell 21/7—Amber Phillips 
22/7—Kaiden Stening 23/7—Charlotte James 



 

 

 

Subject Information Night 

26/6/2019 7pm 

 Do you have a child in Year 7, 8, 9, 10 or 11 
currently attending Cowell Area School? 

 Do you or your child know the possibilities of 
future school subjects and pathways at 
Cowell Area School? 

 Do you want to know how SACE works? 

 Do you want to know about potential VET 
Pathways for your child? 

Come to the Subject Information Night on Wednesday 
26/6/2019 from 7pm in the Year 10-12 Homeclass for 
an overview of the potential subjects and pathways your 
child can be a part of and achieve at Cowell Area 
School. 

Subject specific teachers will be there to present 
information and answer any questions you may have. 

Parents/Caregivers and students are encouraged to 
attend this night together to generate active discussion 
at home to assist you and your child in effective 
decision making with respect to student subject choices 
and pathways. 

This is a general information evening that leads towards 
subject selection for Year 10, 11 and 12 students in 
2020 however, will also be helpful for parents/
caregivers and students in the younger years to begin 
thinking about their future at Cowell Area School. 

If you and your child would like to attend please 
complete the tear off slip below and return to the school 
so we can plan for approximate numbers. 

SAPSASA football 

I played SAPSASA football in Adelaide last week.  We 
were successful, with Central Eyre Peninsula 
undefeated the whole week. Jack Kenny (our coach) 
was very proud of how we did.  It’s good for young kids 
to get into SAPSASA and experience the teamwork. It 
is a sensational feeling when you win. Our biggest win I 
think was 22 goals to 0, so that team would have been 
annoyed that their forward lines didn’t get a touch the 
whole 40 minutes. 

Kane Fiegert, Yr 7  



 

 

 
 

What‘s Happening Here? 

Here are some questions that may help you write a FLASH 
FICTION… 
Who has brought the scroll to the samurai? 
What does the scroll contain? 
Why is the samurai dressed as he is? 
What will he do now that he has received the message? 
Who is the message from? 
Is he the only character dressed like this? 
What is he carrying on his back? 
What might the symbol mean? 
Get writing everyone! 
 
 

FLASH FICTION WINNER 

Last week we had the most entries ever for our FLASH 
FICTION inspired by this picture! 
Our winner was Year 9 student, TASH INGLIS! 
“"Well this makes things so much easier" said Dad 
sarcastically, as the hay bales floated to the sky. 
I grabbed my mischievous brother before he could do 
anything stupid. 
I turned around to see if my father was okay and there he 
was, pitch fork in a hay bale floating towards the sky; 
sometimes I think I'm the mature one. 
Congratulations Tash! 
Keep encouraging your children to enter, it’s been fantastic 
to see their 
stories improve 
every week. 

Word of the Week 

Every week we have a Tier 2 vocabulary word to 

think about and use. 

This week’s word is… 

Standard 

What do you think this word means?  

Does this word have more than one meaning? 

Does your child know? Ask them! 







 

COWELL HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 
Our next meeting will be held in the Ivy Caire Centre on 
Thursday 27th June at 1:30pm.  All welcome. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

 

Quality Country Killed Meat 
 

 

 

Monday to Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm  

Orders always welcome! 
Phone/Fax 86 292 051 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 


