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Newsletter 

Principal’s News 
 

Winter has well and truly set in, with some particularly chilly mornings. We hope you are all 
managing to stay warm. One of the ways staff stayed warm on Tuesday was to take part in a 
staff vs student volleyball match at lunchtime. Organised by Mrs Hartwig, it was terrific to see 
staff and students not only getting out and being active in their breaks but also enjoying 
some friendly rivalry. Despite the students’ youthfulness and fitness levels, they were no 
match for the wisdom and persistence of the staff team, who finally took the match. We look 
forward to some more staff vs student competitions throughout the year. 
 

Aquaculture 
Last week, 2 of our Aquaculture students - Dayna Armstrong and Dylan Francis-Kent had 
the opportunity to go out on a tuna boat in Port Lincoln, as part of their Certificate 2 in 
Aquaculture. The students, along with Billy McFarlane all met at the boat at 5:45 am and 
joined the crew of the Fina-K for one of their first commercial harvests for the year. 
They got to see the guys harvest around 20 tonnes of tuna (approximately 600 fish). 
It was a terrific experience for our students and despite the early morning, they enjoyed the 
opportunity. 
 

A big thank you to Billy McFarlane for transporting the students and enduring the pre-dawn 
start to the day. 
 

9-A-Side AFL Competition 
Last week, our Year 8/9 students travelled to Cleve to take part in the annual 9-a-side AFL 
competition, against Kimba, Wudinna, Elliston/Lock and Cleve. Our students had a great 
day, playing with good teamwork and sportsmanship – see the report for more details. 
 

Thank you to Mr Burton and Scott Williams who accompanied the students and assisted with 
coaching and umpiring. 
 

Parent Information Night 
Next Wednesday June 26th, at 7:00pm we are holding an Information night for parents and 
students in Years 7-11. The evening will focus on the offerings, both curriculum and extra-
curricula that we have at Cowell Area School, and the various pathways that your child can 
pursue. Our teachers will talk about their subject areas and we will provide an insight into 
SACE and what it means for your child. Dianne Fitzgerald, our schools Vocational Education 
(VET) Pathways manager will be available for discussion around VET Pathways – 
traineeships/apprenticeships. 
 

We believe it is important that parents and students make informed choices when it comes to 
their future pathways and we aim to provide as much information as possible to help you 
make these decisions. The information from the evening will help students when it comes to 
counselling for Year 9-11 students early next term. If you are intending to attend, please call 
the school or fill in the attached slip and return to the office. 
 

Please come along and join us, we’d love to see you there! 
 

Review and consultation of Vocational Education and Training (VET) for school 
students 
The Minister for Education has released a VET issues paper highlighting the key challenges 
facing delivery of VET to school students. The paper seeks feedback on how they can be 
addressed to maximise the benefit of VET for students, employers and the South Australian 
economy.  
 

The work is being complemented by a review of career counselling and a review of costing 
and funding VET. All of this work will inform a VET for schools policy released later in the 
year. 
 

For more information and to provide feedback visit the website. 
Continued overleaf 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

TERM 2, 2019 

WEEK 8 

17-21/6 - SAPSASA Football/ 

   Netball @ Adelaide 

WEEK 9 

26/6 - School Photo Day  

26/6 - Parent Information   

   Night 7pm 

26/6 - Yr 12 Netball @ Pt.    

   Lincoln 

WEEK 10 

1-5/7 - Yr 10 Careers Camp 

3/7 - Yr 8, 9, 11 & 12 Swim    

   with Cuttlefish @    

   Whyalla 

5/7 - Last Day of Term, 

   School finishes 2:20pm 

 

TERM 3, 2019 

WEEK 1 

22/7 - Term 3 commences 
 

23/7 - Canberra Camp  

   Parent Info Evening 
 

30-6/8 - Operation Flinders 
 

WEEK 2 

3-9/8 - Canberra Camp  

https://departmentforeducation.cmail20.com/t/i-l-pjrikdl-jlktkdnly-d/


 

 

Parent Communication With Students 

The Department for Education recently released a set of 

directions for sites regarding the facilitation of contact between 

parents and students. We welcome parents and guardians as 

part of our school community, with the following being valid 

reasons for a parent or guardian phoning or visiting the school: 

 passing on information in an emergency 

 collecting a child for an appointment 

 attending special events 

 educational meetings 

 assembly, sports day and similar school or preschool 
 events 

 volunteering or working at the school or preschool. 
 

Contacting your child during lesson time can be unsettling and 
disruptive to their learning. Please consider the level of 
importance for contacting your child and make the front office 
your first port of call. We are always happy to pass on 
information to your child at an appropriate time. 
 

Enterprise Agreement 

You may have seen on the news this week, that the 

Department for Education made an offer regarding the 

negotiations that have been ongoing since June 2018, over 

salary and employment conditions for school and preschool 

employees. We will keep you informed as to the direction that 

the AEU (Australian Education Union) and it’s branch members 

will be taking with regard to the offer. 
 

Working With Children Check 
New laws regarding working with children will come into force 
from July 1st, 2019. Please read the attached fact sheet and if 
you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact the school for 
further information. 

Deputy Principal’s News 

Last week Julie-Anne and I participated in a workshop where 
we learnt about facilitating community conferences while 
focusing on restorative practices.  It was an intensive couple 
of days where we reviewed the research behind restorative 
practices, participated in, and facilitated mock conferences.  
We have been working together restoratively at school for a 
number of years now and reflecting on our journey I think we 
need to remind ourselves that while being restorative takes a 
lot of time and energy, the building of relationships and 
healing is paramount in maintaining a positive culture in our 
school community.  Margaret Thorsborne (Restorative 
practitioner, author and trainer) comments that  

‘a more relational approach to problem-solving creates a 
more positive school climate, a greater sense of 
connectedness and well-being for all members of the 
school community and greater engagement in learning’ 

Key questions we ask when things go wrong include: 

-who has been hurt (and how)? 

-what do they need? 

-who should be responsible for meeting these needs? 

A key concept of restorative practices is healing for those 
harmed by incidents of inappropriate behaviour is vital, as is 
the healing of those responsible. A restorative view of the 
world holds that although sometimes people do bad things, 
we are all essentially moral and good, and when we are not 
acting in a way that is moral and good, we can be shown how 
to do so by a community that sees the best in us.  

We are hoping to run some training sessions for parents 
about Restorative Practices later this year. 

Survey results from the 2019 Wellbeing and Engagement 
collection (Y5-10 students) indicate that the majority of our 
students report a high level  of connectedness to our school.  
We hope to build on these results to enable our students 
further connectedness and positive wellbeing well beyond 
their school years.  

 
 

Connectedness to school  
Cowell Area School                          

 

 

 

 

All public school students   

 
 

 
 

NEW STOCK HAS ARRIVED 

We have received our order of Cowell Area 

School jumpers.  Please see front office staff 

if you would like to purchase one. 



 

 

 

Subject Information Night 

26/6/2019 7pm 
 Do you have a child in Year 7, 8, 9, 10 or 11 currently attending Cowell Area 

School? 

 Do you or your child know the possibilities of future school subjects and pathways 
at Cowell Area School? 

 Do you want to know how SACE works? 

 Do you want to know about potential VET Pathways for your child? 

Come to the Subject Information Night on Wednesday 26/6/2019 from 7pm in the Year 
10-12 Homeclass for an overview of the potential subjects and pathways your child can 
be a part of and achieve at Cowell Area School. 

Subject specific teachers will be there to present information and answer any questions 
you may have. 

Parents/Caregivers and students are encouraged to attend this night together to 
generate active discussion at home to assist you and your child in effective decision 
making with respect to student subject choices and pathways. 

This is a general information evening that leads towards subject selection for Year 10, 11 
and 12 students in 2020 however, will also be helpful for parents/caregivers and students 
in the younger years to begin thinking about their future at Cowell Area School. 

If you and your child would like to attend please complete the tear off slip below and 
return to the school so we can plan for approximate numbers. 

——————————————————————————————————————-- 

CAS Subject Information Night 
 

The following person/s will be attending the Subject Information Night on Wednesday 

26th June at 7pm; 

 

1. ____________________________  2. _____________________________ 

 

3. ____________________________  4. _____________________________ 



 

 



 

 

    JUNE/JULY 
  24/6—Lily Guidera 
 1/7—Sophie Flavel 
2/7—Bree Tonkin 2/7—Levi Smith 
2/7—Dayna Armstrong 

School Photographs 2019  
 

School photographs will be taken on Wednesday, June 
26th.  Family photographs will commence at 9am in the 
Library. Order envelopes have been sent home with each 
student with their name printed on the envelope. PLEASE 
TAKE NOTE: every student must return their envelope, 
even if not purchasing photos. Family order envelopes 
are available from the front office. Please return all order 
envelopes to the Front Office no later than Monday, June 
24th.  

Payment Information (please read carefully):   Payment 
by cheque is no longer available due to changes in 
Bank Policy.  All payment details are listed on the 
payment envelope.  Payment can be made either by cash 
(please enclose correct money), money order or online.  If 
you order family photos online, could you still please collect 
a Family envelope from the front office or notify front office 
staff so your name can be added to the Families list.  
Payment after photo day is available. Please see Front 
Office staff for full details. 

Thank you. 

 

What‘s Happening Here? 

 
Here are some questions that may help your FLASH 

FICTION… 

What is surprising about this picture? 
How are the hay bales floating? 
Are they still or moving? 
Who are the two people? 
What are they thinking? 
What are they going to do? Do they want to get the bales 
back onto the ground? Are they trying to get them all 
floating? 
What will happen next?  
What would you do if you saw this? 

 

FLASH FICTION WINNER 

Last week we had some fantastic 
entries for our FLASH FICTION 
inspired by this picture. 

Our winner was Year 8 student, 
RHYS TURNER! 

"Ugtan of the Underworld trudged 
in the overgrowth towards the 
ancient temple. 

He was conflicted, doing his 
fathers' job for him. 

For he was the 'Taker of Souls'." 

Congratulations Rhys! 

Word of the Week 

Every week we have a Tier 2 vocabulary word to 

think  about and use. 

This week’s word is… 

Virtual  

What do you think this word means?  

Does this word have more than one meaning? 

Does your child know? Ask them! 









 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

For all your  
Air-conditioning  
& Refrigeration 

needs 
 

CALL: 
 

DAMO 0428 884 281 
Lic No: AU30285 

Communications Centre 
North Terrace COWELL 

0457 957 221 

Learn Boat Handling,  
Radio Procedure, Navigation  

Training—Monday—1700-1900hrs   
 

For more information contact: 
 

Commodore: Dale Bailey 
0429 054 969 

 

Vice Commodore: 
Malcolm Brine 

0488 292 567 

 

Quality Country Killed Meat 
 

 

 

Monday to Friday 

8:30am to 5:30pm  

Orders always welcome! 
Phone/Fax 86 292 051 

 

KAYLEEN TURNBULL , Dip. Nat. 

 


